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The “Nordkettenbahn”, a gon-
dola lift serving the 2269-meter-
high Hafelekar from Hungerburg 
just above Innsbruck, was offi-
cially opened on February 1. The 
completely refurbished ropeway 
and the finely preserved histori-
cal stations are now splendid in 
their new look. 
In the course of 2006 the two 
stages of the old “Nordketten-
bahn”, technically obsolete after 
so many decades of operation, 
were replaced with state-of-the-
art ropeway systems through-
out. LEITNER started the com-
plex refurbishment in April 2006, 
at the end of the winter sea-
son, and the work was com-
pleted in record time of just eight 
months.
The commissioning of the new 
“Nordkettenbahn” brings Inns-
bruck a major step closer to its 
goal of offering a direct link from 
the Old Town to the summit of 
Hafelekar, as the project involves 
not only the “Nordkettenbahn” 
refurbishment but also the con-
struction of a new funicular from 
the city center to the Hunger-
burg plateau. From there the 
journey continues on the new 
aerial ropeway, which gives visi-
tors direct access to the high-
alpine terrain to the North of the 
city – in just 25 minutes.
The Nordpark on Seegrube and 
Hafelekar is Innsbruck’s biggest 
local recreation area and in winter 
the closest ski and snowboard 
area. This fast link from the city 

to the Nordkette mountains is a 
fine example of an eco-friendly 
public transportation system 
that serves the needs of both 
visitors and the local people. The 
complete link is due to be ready 
by the end of the year.
This major infrastructure project 
is being financed and implement-
ed in the form of a public-private 
partnership, and LEITNER as the 
ropeway manufacturer is particu-
larly proud to be associated with 
this innovative solution together 
with STRABAG contractors and 
Innsbrucker Nordkettenbahnen 
GmbH, a company owned by the 
Innsbruck municipal authority. 

Official opening of Innsbruck’s new Nordkettenbahn

From Hungerburg to Hafelekar in ten minutes

Panoramic view from “Nordpark” onto the tyrolean regional capital

Just in time for the Chinese New 
Year in the middle of February, 
the first detachable 6-seater 
chairlift with hood chairs was put 
into operation in Saibei.
Large numbers of visitors took 
advantage of the Chinese New 
Year festivities for a visit to 
Saibei Dolomiti Resort. Begin-
ners and children can take their 
first steps and make their first 
turns on the practice slope with 
the two-stage conveyor lift, while 
the more proficient take advan-
tage of the high-speed chairlift 
and the well groomed trails. In 
addition to the chairlift, a lodge 
also opened with a range of  

Detachable 6-seater chairlift commissioned

“Saibei Dolomiti Resort” opens its doors

Detachable 6-seater chairlift with hood

Nordkette 1

Top station "Seegrube"  1,911 m

Bottom station "Hungerburg"  871 m

Drive unit  Top

Tension unit Bottom

Vertical rise 1,040 m

Inclined length 2,873 m

Operation speed  10.00 m/s

Transport capacity 800 p/h

Passengers/Carriers  95+1

Power of the main drive  2x380 kW 

Towers  4

Ø Carrying rope   64 mm

Ø Hauling rope up 30 mm 

Ø Hauling rope bottom 25 mm

Nordkette 2

Top station "Hafelekar"  2,274 m

Bottom station "Seegrube"  1,911 m

Drive unit  Bottom 

Tension unit double anchorage

Vertical rise 363 m

Inclined length 764 m

Operation speed  7.00 m/s

Transport capacity  622 p/h

Passengers/Carriers 69+1

Power of the main drive  310 kW 

The team in Saibei around M. Seeber, his daughter and H. Aigner

Hungerburgbahn

Top station "Hungerburg"  857 m

Bottom station "Congress" 568 m

Drive unit Top

Tension unit Bottom

Vertical rise 287 m

Inclined length 1,838 m

Operation speed 10.00 m/s

Number of carriers 2x130 Pers.

Transport capacity  1,200 p/h 

Power of the main drive 2,400 kW 

Ø Carrying/ Hauling rope 40/28 mm

Hong Kong 

1,000,000 guests

After just six months in public 
service, the “Ngong Ping 360°” 
in Hong Kong has welcomed 
its one millionth passenger. In 
February the system availability 
was increased to 99.8 %. This 
LEITNER showcase for rope-
way engineering as a modern 
solution to urban transportation 
problems has thus proved a 
complete success. With its 112 
Diamond gondolas, the system 
carries 3500 passengers per 
hour.

Joy with the Vip-pass

facil it ies including equipment 
and sportswear rentals, a ski 
school, a restaurant and a first-
aid centre plus the ticket office. 
The next item in the resort devel-
opment program is a hotel with a 
complete wellness offering. That 
will be followed in the next few 
years by the construction of ad-
ditional lifts and trails.
The aim is to give the winter 
sport resort a village character 
with the infrastructure needed to 
cater for all the visitors’ needs. 
That includes a spacious square 
at the heart of the village with 
stores, bars and an ice-skating 
rink.

From the left: Michael Seeber, Hilde Zach, Martin Leitner, Hans Peter Haselsteiner
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