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Adventure All Around 

The Crystal Cabin Flying High in Hong Kong

The transparent f loor of the 

Crystal Cabin provides nothing 

but thr i l ls with a cable car r ide 

to Lantau Island in Hong Kong.  

With the glass f loor ing, pas-

sengers can look down from 

a height of up to 120 meters. 

The demand for a r ide in a 

Crysta l Cabin is huge.  The 

or ig ina l  twe lve cabins were 

quick ly increased to a tota l 

of thir ty-six.  They are now in 

circulation at regular intervals 

a long with the other cabins.  

Those longing for adventure 

can reserve their Crystal Cabin 

on the Internet or at the t icket 

counter. 

The 360-degree panorama 

along with the bird’s eye v iew 

are unique, and the surround-

ings have much to of fer the 

eyes: f rom a monumental stat-

ue of the Buddha to the nature 

of Lantau Park to a cove in 

the sea over which the cable-

way hangs to the international 

a irpor t. 

Sigma, the manufacturer of the 

cabins, carried out the renova-

tion work on the floor along with 

the operator.  In the cabin, a 

bar in the middle was removed 

in order to provide more space 

and to grant a clear view.  There 

is room for ten passengers on 

the transparent f loor.  The 4.48 

cm. (1.76 inch) thick tempered 

plate glass for the f loor comes 

from France and meets Euro-

pean safety standards.  Visitors 

can even jump around on it.  

In 2008, Ngong Ping 360 

transpor ted a total of 1.6 mi l-

l ion people.  On weekends, 

there are cur rent ly a round 

8,000 people per day, 2,000 

of whom opt for a r ide in a 

Crystal Cabin.

In Colombia Cableways Have Been Proving Themselves for Decades

Cable Car Leading Directly to the Center of Manizales 

Wi th  ha l f  a  m i l l i on  i nhab i t-

ants,  the c i t y  o f  Man iza les  i s 

the cap i ta l  o f  the Co lomb ian 

p rov ince of  Ca ldas.   I t  was 

founded in  1848 and was re -

bu i l t  as  a  modern c i t y  a f te r  a 

d isast rous f i re  in  1925.   S i tu-

ated at  an e levat ion of  2,160 

mete rs  (7,087 feet ),  i t  i s  lo -

cated in  the hea r t  o f  Co lom-

b i a’s  ma in  co f f e e -g row ing 

reg ion.   I t  i s  nes t l ed in  the 

s teep mounta in  l andscape, 

and thus roads w i th  g rades 

of  25% a re not  a t  a l l  a  ra r i t y.  

Fo r  that  reason,  cab leways 

have fo r  decades been a fa-

vor i te  means of  t ranspor ta-

t ion in and around Maniza les, 

whethe r  fo r  passenge rs  o r 

for  the t ranspor t  of  cof fee.   In 

any case,  cab leway sys tems 

ex tend fo r  a  tota l  o f  a round 

110 k i lomete rs  (a round sev-

ent y  m i l es)  i n  th i s  a rea .  

The new e ight-seat  “Man iz-

a les”  cab le  ca r  i s  complete l y 

connec ted  w i th  the  pub l i c 

t rans i t  network and a lso inte-

g rated w i th in  the t i cket  sys-

tem.  The lower s tat ion of  the 

new “Los  Cambu las”  cab le 

ca r  was bu i l t  a t  the ent rance 

to  the c i t y  a long w i th  a  new 

bus s ta t ion.   From the re,  the 

rou te runs th rough a dense-

l y  inhab i ted res ident ia l  a rea 

to  the  “L a  Fuen te”  m idd l e 

s ta t ion and then d i rec t l y  on 

to  the c i t y  cente r,  i n  wh ich 

the  “Los  Fundado re s”  up -

pe r  s ta t ion was bu i l t .   In  th is 

way,  passengers  can cove r 

the more than two k i lomete r 

(m i l e  and a quar te r )  d is tance 

w i th  the new l i f t  da i l y  f rom 

6:0 0  A .M.  to  10 :0 0  P.M.  

Technical Data 

Bottom terminal  1,888 m

Top terminal 2,128 m

Drive station Bottom

Tension station Top

Vertical rise 240 m

Inclined length 1,880 m

Operation speed 5,0 m/s

Transport capacity 2,100 P/h 

Power of the main drive 460 kW

Total number of towers 13

Total number of cabins 58

Rope diameter 46 mm

Comfor tab le  r id ing p leasure 

i s  p rov ided by the fo r t y-two 

D iamond ca rs  f rom S igma, 

wh ich of fe r  room fo r  s i x  pas-

senge rs  and a re  equ ipped 

w i th a l ight,  rad io,  and a ven-

t i l a t ion sys tem.  

The cable car is fully integrated in public transport

Passengers looking down from as high as 120 meters (393 feet)
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